
CENTRAL & NCD MUSIC 
ASSOCIATION 2025

EXPERIENCES & CHALLENGES OF A MUSIC ASSOCATION

IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA.



BRIEF MUSIC HISTORY 

RECORDING INDUSTRY, 
CHM & PACIFIC GOLD 

STUDIOS, POWERHOUSE 
STUDIOS, TUMBUNA 

TRACKS

THE GOLDEN YEARS –
GOOD RECORD SALES -

CASSETTES & CD’S.



CHALLENGES 
– DIGITAL AGE

INTRODUCTION OF 
DOWNLOADABLE MUSIC & 
MP3 TECHNOLOGY

MUSIC PIRACY MADE EASY –
MUSIC SHARING

BIG RECORD LABELS START 
TO CLOSE DOWN – DECLINE 
IN SALES



KEY ISSUES 
SURFACE IN 

PNG

LACK OF COPYRIGHT 
PROTECTION

NO MORE HOME FOR ARTIST 
AFTER LABELS DOWNSIZE OR 
CLOSE

NO MORE REVENUE FOR ARTIST 
AFTER DROP IN SALES



POSITIVES 
FROM 

DIGITAL 
BOOM

CHEAPER COST-EFFECTIVE 
HOME STUDIOS ARE BORN

WITH TECHNOLOGY CAME NEW 
SOFTWARE & HARDWARE 
ADVANCEMENTS – PRO TOOLS, 
FL, AUTO TUNE

DIGITAL SERVICES BORN –
DOWNLOADING & STREAMING



NEGATIVES

QUALITY OF 
LIVE 

MUSICIANSHIP 
DROPS

AUTO TUNE –
NO TALENT FOR 

LIVE 
PERFORMANCE

MUSIC BECOMES 
A COPY PASTE 

BUSINESS –
EVERYONE 

SOUNDING THE 
SAME

MUSIC IS GIVEN 
FREE OR SOLD 

CHEAP



• LITTLE FUNDING FROM GOVERNMEMENT

• NO ADOPTION OF DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY

• NO COPYRIGHT WATCH DOG I.E. APRA

• ARTIST NOT RECEIVING ROYALTIES FOR 
RADIO & TV AIRPLAY

• NO MUSIC ASSOCATION

• NO NATIONAL BODY

• NO NATIONAL MUSIC EVENTS

• NO PNG MUSIC AWARDS

CHALLENGES



NEED FOR A HOME – MUSIC 
INDUSTRY

• THE NEED FOR A “MUSIC HOME” ARISES OVER THE 
YEARS AS ARTIST SCATTER BACK TO THEIR VILLAGES

• A PLACE WHERE ARTIST CAN COME TOGETHER AND 
DISCUSS MUSIC ISSUES AND UNIFY.

• COPYRIGHT TALKS OVER THE YEARS AS INDUSTRY 
FACES CHALLENGES

• CMA IS BORN DECADES LATER – 2019 MEETING



CMA



Unity with Senior Central Artists Leading
Dokona Manoka, Sue Ivirage, Hitsy Golou, Oala Moi, Dika Dai



Publicity – Radio FM100
Martin Rawali, Danny George – FM100 with Douglas



TV - NBC
Humble Beginnings with our local artist



Growth - Joined eSpace
Numbers started to grow





MILESTONES – REGISTRATION OF CMA 2020

THE REGISTRATION OF 
THE CENTRAL MUSIC 

ASSOCATION AT IPA WAS 
A MAJOR MILSTONE IN 
17TH SEPTEMBER 2020.

IRC REGISTRATION
OPENING A BSP 

ACCOUNT

RECEIVING FUNDING 
FROM ABT –
AUSTRALIAN 

GOVERNMENT (DFAT)

WORKSHOPS IN 
CENTRAL PROVINCE; 

HIRI, KOIARI, KAIRIKU, 
RIGO, PORT MORESBY

DIGITISING OUR MUSIC 
FOOTPRINT – WEBSITE 
/ STREAMING SERVICES



CMA Awareness – Koiari 2021



Sogeri Depot 2021



Hiri East  - Awareness 2021



Tubuserea village



Hiri West Awareness



Porebada & Boera artists



Rigo Awareness sessions



Kwikila station



Live –
Betty & 
John 
Toea



Rigo Coast - Awareness



Hula



2022 NATIONAL ELECTIONS – STEVE LAHUI 
PASSES AWAY



2023 – LAUNCH OF THE CENTAL MUSIC 
FESTIVAL with Central Governor Rufina Peter



2024 – Central Music Festival



25,000-30,000 Attendees over the 3 Day Festival



2025

•Where do we go 
now that PNG 
will be turning 
50 years??



COLLABORATION – PPP PUBLIC PRIVATE 
PARTNERSHIP.

• OFFICE OF CENSORSHIP

• OFFICE OF NATIONAL CULTURAL COMMISSION

• DEPARTMENT OF ICT

• DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

• MUSIC BODIES AROUND PNG:
• CENTRAL MUSIC ASSOCIATION

• EAST NEW BRITIAN MUSIC ASSOCIATION

• GULF MUSIC ASSOCIATION

• BOUGANILLE MUSIC COLLECTIVE

• NCD MUSIC ASSOCIATION



MOROBE/ MOMASE 
MUSIC ASSOCIATION?



THANK YOU


